MINUTES

APPALACHIAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
REGIONAL AGING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026 — 10:30 A.M.
APPALACHIAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS BOARDROOM
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA

Members Present (voting and non-voting):

Adriene McKinney, Dorothy Manning, Edna Pitts-Reid, Glenda Manigault, Lynn
Martin, Steve Luck, Bob Briggs, Joe Dill

Members Absentee (voting):

Barbara Jardno, Beth Grant, J.T. Boseman, Lisa Patton, Mae Frances Sarratt, Michael
McEntyre, Ricky Goodwin

Guests Present:

Jake Beaty, Jennifer Robbins, Jacob Holcombe, Sarah Tate, Dianne Norris, Noah
Howard

Staff Present:

Tim Womack, Shelly Mitchell, Dani Vankirk, Paige Northrup, Terry Mendola, Amanda
Mlinar

The meeting was called to order at 10:34am by Mr. Dill and an invocation was
offered by Mr. Dill.

Participant Introductions

e Attendees introduced themselves.

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

¢ A motion was made to approve the minutes from the April 15 meeting
by Mr. Biggs.

e The motion was seconded by Ms. Martin and approved unanimously
without further discussion.

Meeting Notes

e The meeting adopted an open discussion format to collect input for a
community needs assessment, inviting updates, questions, and
speaker suggestions.



Senior Centers and Community Initiatives

e Easley Young at Heart center (opened Sept.) is the third Pickens
County site
o Enrollment exceeded 500 members with 100+ daily attendees,
extended hours, and robust programming (exercise, bingo, book
club, cards). Serving ~75 meals/day at Easley; ~30/day at
Central and Liberty; ~600 Home Delivered meals/day.
o A kitchen expansion is under consideration;
o A second bus was purchased for transport;
o Central site is outgrown with new locations under evaluation,
including possible land donation.
o Events include a July 2 joint at the Liberty site and a fall field trip
to South Cove.
e Ann Reagan Aging Well Center
o Open house scheduled June 18, 2026; funded by a legacy
donation matched by community; name updated from “Senior
Center” to “Aging Well Center.”

e Cherokee County senior center is performing well, distributing a variety
of bread; after serving registered attendees, remaining items are
shared with broader community.

e YMCA Senior Center (Seneca)

o Construction ongoing with target opening end of August 2026
(timeline may shift).
= ACOG assessor signups planned for July 2026; seniors
registered through ACOG can use the center free;
financial assistance up to 50% is available.

e Socialization emphasized as critical to wellbeing; research shared on
the value of human interaction in service delivery. Strategies target
engaging younger seniors (55—-60) and addressing isolation.

Intergenerational and Community Programming

e Easley Young at Heart shares a building with a child development
center, enabling potential intergenerational interactions (e.g.,
homework help). Background check will need to be considered prior to
implementation.

e Examples include church-based events, multi-church VBS with
transportation, youth summer camps, prior Head Start co-location, and
weekly elementary student reading sessions with seniors. Co-locating
youth services with senior centers is recommended to boost
engagement.

Redefining “Seniors” and Improving Center Activities

e Participants view “seniors” as outdated; alternatives suggested include
“seasoned,” “level 59,” and “young at heart.” Emphasis that illness is
not exclusive to older adults and centers should avoid being perceived
solely for people with disabilities.



Desire to shift from passive activities toward more active, engaging
programming (e.g., orchestra rehearsals seen in Greenville).

ServTracker Issue

Meal-type coding (hot, frozen, shelf-stable) is hidden in ServeTracker
notes, causing approval backlogs requiring manual review. ACOG staff
met with state office staff on June 16, 2026; follow-up with
CaseWorthy/ServTracker is scheduled for June 25, 2026 to resolve.

Silver Hair Legislature and Senior Advocacy

Mr. Luck shared Silver Hair Legislature involvement (serving ACOG’s
six counties; openings in every county). Shared presentations ideas for
future RAAC meetings.

Related civic efforts: OLLI at Furman; Senior Leaders Greenville;

Searchlight Group initiatives. Also engaged in Master Gardener
education and local scouting/engineering scholarship leadership.

Ombudsman and Resident Rights

“‘Residents’ Rights Bingo” educates residents amid family interference;
initial session with 8 residents.
o Call for volunteer ombudsmen: ~31 volunteers cover many
facilities; approx. 60% of residents lack visitors.

Elder financial abuse webinar scheduled for 2026-06-18 (SC
Department of Consumer Affairs; hosted by regional long-term care
ombudsman Jessica Winner). Jessica is available for outreach on
resident rights and related topics.

Counseling Services Update

Federal end-of-year funding received; counseling services resumed
with 7 counselors across Greenville, Anderson, and Spartanburg.
Additional counselors needed in Pickens and Cherokee to expand in-
person access.

Transportation Services and Access Challenges

Transportation offered in all counties but limited in Cherokee (primarily
dialysis). Priority funding is home-to-senior-center transport; secondary
is non-emergency medical appointments with 3—4 days’ notice.
Eligibility requires home assessment; those with able-bodied adults or
Medicaid access may not qualify. Limited grocery/pharmacy trips
available.

Reported barriers include appointment delays after falls, broken vans,
need for multiple trips; volunteers sometimes drive seniors to out-of-
town appointments.



Housing Affordability and Homelessness Advocacy

e Housing affordability is a significant concern in Landrum, with wealth
alongside many struggling residents; community resistance to multi-
family housing noted.

e Participation in the Greenville—Laurens Continuum of Care (virtual
fourth Wednesdays at 1:00 PM). Discussions include cooling/cold
weather resources, grants, beds availability; seniors impacted by rising
costs and relocations.

Rebuild Upstate: Home Repair Program

e Serving Greenville, Anderson, Pickens; 300 repair projects completed
on 83 homes YTD, ahead of last year’s 720 projects on 66 homes.
Spartanburg pilot active (5—6 homes repaired); board to decide on
official expansion in December 2026. Construction and gas prices
remain high.

Senior Farmers Market Vouchers

e USDA rules require vouchers be used with registered local farmers;
roadside stands sourcing out-of-state produce are ineligible.

e Historical barriers: low redemption due to limited participating farmers;
DSS implements USDA rules. Training misalignment noted: farmer
training Oct—Nov with mid-Dec deadline; vouchers distributed by June
30; mid-season enroliment not allowed. Distributor training deadline
March 15; outreach must begin in September to enroll for the next
season. Recommendation: DSS partner with Clemson Extension for
statewide farmer recruitment.

e Heritage Farm Center token program (Seneca/Westminster) provides
$20 tokens per person redeemable for produce and goods; center
reimburses vendors—an effective local supplement model.

Advocacy for Senior Services Funding
e Need to advocate at federal, state, and local levels for more funding to

sustain operations. Attendees encouraged to email elected officials
with impact stories; networking to reach decision-makers is valuable.

Guest Speakers and Educational Presentations

e Proposed topics: Alzheimer’s, Autism, Parkinson’s, and Dementia.
ACoG can provide presenters on Medicare enrollment, fraud
prevention, and long-term care entry processes.

e Group agreed to allocate ~30 minutes in future meetings for
educational presentations.

Meeting Adjourned at 12:03pm

Next Meeting is August 19, 2026



