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MINUTES 

APPALACHIAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2026  – 10:30 A.M. 

COUNCIL BOARD ROOM WITH ZOOM OPTION 

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

Members Present: 

Tom Allen, Tina Belge, Bill Blanton, Bob Briggs, Rockey Burgess, Grady Butler, Rep. Neal Collins, 

Rick Danner, Ed Elliott, Mike Forrester, Don Godbey, Karry Guillory, Robert Halfacre, Jane Hall, 

Laura Hinty, Claiborne Linvill, Sherry Marrah, Vivian Means, Jason Peterson, Charles Pinson, Dave 

Posner,  E Riley, Jeff Roberts, Cindy Wilson, Wayne Wright 

Guests Present:  

Callie Finch, Daniel Gambrell, Kevin Howell, Erin Knight, Chase Smithwick 

Staff Present: 

Chip Bentley, Trey Eubanks, Brooke Ferguson, Jill Francisco, Jeff Guilbault, Steve Pelissier, Jake 

Whitmire, Tim Womack, Don Zimmer 

 

Call to Order 

Chairman Don Godbey called the meeting to order. Mr. Riley offered the invocation. Mr. Pelissier 

introduced the speakers and guests. He also introduced new board members, Dr. Vivian Means, 

Citizen Member from Spartanburg County, Ms. Tina Belge from Greenville City Council, and Mr. 

Dave Posner, Citizen Member from Pickens County. Chairman Godbey asked for a motion to 

approve the minutes of the December 12, 2025, board meeting. Mr. Riley made a motion to adopt 

the minutes. The motion was seconded by Mr. Forrester. The motion was unanimously approved.  
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Recognition of an Employee’s Milestone Anniversary at ACOG 

Chairman Godbey recognized Dorinne Dubois for her 10 years of service in the Aging Services 

Program. Ms. Dubois serves as the Dementia Specialist, guiding family caregivers and community 

professionals through the challenges of supporting individuals with dementia. Chairman Godbey 

presented her with a plaque in appreciation of her dedicated service. 

GSP International Airport 

Chairman Godbey introduced Mr. Kevin Howell, President/CEO of GSP International Airport. Mr. 

Howell presented an update on the airport’s recent developments, including a new FBO terminal, 

a parking garage, and roadway improvements to enhance traffic flow and customer experience. 

He provided airport infrastructure and service updates, including a $35 million runway 

improvement project and the development of a 3-megawatt solar array for energy resilience. He 

noted that GSP is the only airport in the Carolinas offering scheduled international freight service. 

Mr. Howell discussed future plans for cargo and passenger services and gave an economic impact 

overview. 

Conestee Nature Preserve 

Chairman Godbey called on Ms. Erin Knight, Executive Director of Conestee Nature Preserve. Ms. 

Knight highlighted the preserve’s partnerships and shared its mission to provide inclusive access 

to nature. The preserve offers diverse trail types, and environmental education programs. It is 

recognized as an Audubon-designated Important Bird Area. Ms. Knight stated that the preserve 

continues to recover from Hurricane Helene and that staff are implementing a comprehensive 

master plan to guide intentional rebuilding. Key initiatives include constructing an ADA-accessible 

loop trail, connecting preserves via trails, and enhancing infrastructure with a focus on storm 

resilience.  

Regional Aging Advisory Committee (RAAC) Composition 

Chairman Godbey asked Mr. Steve Pelissier to update the board on the recent RAAC Committee 

meeting. Mr. Pelissier reported that the RAAC Committee met and proposes an amendment to 

the Regional Aging Advisory Committee Bylaws. Due to a change in federal policy, an update 

would be made regarding the composition of committee membership. In order to ensure that the 

advisory committee functions as a separate body from the COG, ACOG board members who are 

on the RAAC Committee will be non-voting members. The new wording in the RAAC Bylaws, 

Membership, Section 3 reads as follows: 

In addition to the community representatives from each county, at least one Council Board 

member from each county shall be appointed by the Council Chair to serve on the Advisory 

Committee as a non-voting member. The Advisory Committee Chairperson shall be a 
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member of the Council of Governments Board, appointed by the Council Chair each April, 

and shall also serve as a non-voting member. 

Chairman Godbey called for a vote, and the motion to approve the amendment was unanimously 

approved. 

Action Item – Motion from the Committee – Unanimous Vote 

Legislative Update 

Chairman Godbey called on Ms. Brooke  Ferguson, Economic Development Director, to present 

the Legislative Update. Ms. Ferguson discussed bills of interest including Senate Bill 831, which 

aims to modernize highway funding to allow counties to transfer roads from state inventory to 

establish local funding options. House Bill 858, which modifies boat property tax reductions and 

outboard motor registration, is under review by the Senate Finance Committee. Senate Bill 227 

and 4050, concerning concurrency programs, are facing pushback from the development 

community. Board members asked questions for clarification. 

Election of 2026 Board Officers 

Chairman Godbey asked Mr. Ed Elliott to report on behalf of the Nominating Committee. Mr. 

Elliott reported that the committee nominated the current officers for a second one-year term. 

With no additional nominations, Chairman Godbey called for a vote, and the motion was 

unanimously approved. 

Action Item – Motion from the Committee – Unanimous Vote 

Executive Director’s Report  

Chairman Godbey called on Mr. Pelissier to give the Executive Director’s report. Mr. Pelissier noted 

that committee assignments would be made next month and asked new board members or 

members wishing to change committees to let Mr. Godby or him know. He reported that staff will 

begin interviewing applicants who applied to lead ACOG’s strategic planning process. He updated 

the board on plans regarding office space. Staff are currently looking at 330 Pelham Road as an 

option for purchase at $3.8 million. However, more research to determine feasibility needs to be 

done. Mr. Pelissier also provided information about the DOT Modernization Act regarding MPO’s 

and COGs and expressed his concern about the possible re-distribution of regions. 

 

Member Updates 

 

Ms. Littlejohn reported that construction for the new Spartanburg Joint Government Center has 

begun. 
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The next board meeting will be on April 24, 2026, at 10:30 AM through Zoom.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________   

Don Godbey, Chairman 

The South Carolina Appalachian Council of Governments has complied with the Freedom of 

Information Act in scheduling and conducting this meeting.
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