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APPALACHIAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026 - 10:30 A.M.
COUNCIL BOARD ROOM WITH ZOOM OPTION
GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA

Members Present:

Sen. Thomas Alexander, Tom Allen, Tina Belge, Bob Briggs, Grady Butler, Rick Danner, Joe Dill, Ed
Elliott, Ensley Feemster, Lillian Brock Flemming, Mike Forrester, Don Godbey, Karry Guillory, Robert
Halfacre, Henry Jolly, Claiborne Linvill, Ruth Littlejohn, Jack Mabry, Sherry Marrah, Vivian Means,
Sarai Melendez, Alan Mitchell, Jason Peterson, Dave Posner, E Riley, Jeff Roberts, Cindy Wilson

Guests Present:

Lily DeGracia, Mary Mason Jolly, Carsen Landreth, Connie Munn, Todd Oswald, Penny Phillips,
David Sykes, Wil Watkins

Staff Present:

Pam Anderson, Chip Bentley, Trey Eubanks, Brooke Ferguson, Jill Francisco, Jeff Guilbault, Windy
Graham, Amanda Mlinar, Steve Pelissier, Jake Whitmire, Tim Womack, Don Zimmer

Call to Order

Chairman Don Godbey called the meeting to order. Mr. Riley offered the invocation. Mr. Pelissier
introduced the speakers and guests. Chairman Godbey asked for a motion to approve the minutes
of the February 27, 2026, board meeting. Mr. Allen made a motion to adopt the minutes. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Riley. The motion was unanimously approved. The current financial
statement was accepted as information.

EPA Brownfield Coalition Assessment Grant

Chairman Godbey introduced Mr. David Sykes, Senior Project Manager from Stantec. He
presented an overview of the EPA Brownfield Assessment Grant awarded to ACOG, which includes
$1.2 million in funding for a four-year project ending in 2029. The grant focuses on environmental
assessments, community outreach, and cleanup planning across Pickens, Oconee, Cherokee, and
Spartanburg counties. The program can assist with Phase 1 and Phase 2 environmental
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assessments, cost analysis for cleanup options, and redevelopment planning. Funding is available
for private developers, cities, counties, and individuals to acquire and redevelop contaminated
properties.

Transportation Planning Update

Chairman Godbey recognized Mr. Jake Whitmire, Transportation Planner. Mr. Whitmire discussed
the Rural Planning Work Program (RPWTP), a two-year program funded by approximately
$150,000 annually from DOT. He explained that there was a programmatic change covered by
Complete Streets Funding and asked the board to reaffirm the RPWTP for its second year. Mr.
Feemster made a motion to approve the Rural Planning Work Program for FY 2027. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Elliott. The motion was unanimously approved. Mr. Whitmire also updated
the board on several transportation projects including the 123-76 Corridor Study in Oconee
County and the 5310 Transit Funding for seniors and individuals with disabilities.

Action Item — Unanimous Vote
Legislative Update

Chairman Godbey called on Ms. Brooke Ferguson, Economic Development Director, to provide
updates on various legislative bills and their progress in the current session. Ms. Ferguson
discussed key updates including the signing of the boat bill, ongoing discussions around the
homestead exemption and concurrency bills, and the House's completion of its budget work,
while the Senate continues to address budget-related matters. The board asked questions and
had a discussion regarding the data center bill.

2026 Board Committee Assignments

Chairman Godbey reported that all board members had received their new committee
assignments. He noted several changes this year designed to provide newer members with
opportunities to assume leadership roles. He added that select committees now include Vice-
Chair positions to support leadership transitions and address scheduling challenges. The website
will be updated with the new assignments as soon as possible.

Action Item — Motion from the Committee — Unanimous Vote
Executive Director’s Report

Chairman Godbey called on Mr. Steve Pelissier to present the Executive Director's Report. Mr.
Pelissier reminded the Board of two upcoming calendar items: the Executive Retreat on June 12
and the SCCOG Conference on November 22-24. He reported that Openfields has been retained
to facilitate ACOG's strategic planning process using ARC funds. He also provided an update on
office space planning, noting that after further budget review, the 330 Pelham Road option was
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not feasible. Mr. Pelissier added that ACOG's future budget is expected to be similar to the pre-
COVID budget. In addition, he reported that the General Assembly has proposed additional
funding for the COGs, with ACOG projected to receive approximately an additional $50,000 next
year.

SC Department on Aging Update

Chairman Godbey recognized Director Connie Munn from the SC Department on Aging. Ms.
Munn focused on the Department on Aging's budget priorities and funding structure. She
explained that federal and state dollars fund Older Americans Act programs, with state dollars
being particularly important for flexibility in services like pest control and dental care. Key priorities
discussed included securing $2.5 million in state funds, $10.4 million for home and community-
based services, and $500,000 for Ombudsman programs. Ms. Munn highlighted successful
programs including a home stabilization initiative and dementia care specialist program, while
noting that ARPA grant funds had been fully spent, returning the system to pre-COVID funding
levels.

Member Updates

e Ms. Wilson reported that Electrolux in Anderson plans to temporarily close their plant and
lay off over 1,200 workers.

e Mr. Riley invited everyone to Jazz on the Alley on Thursdays in Seneca from May — October.

e Mr. Jolly announced the opening of the new Carolina Rising museum in Gaffney, which
received $7 million in funding and is expected to attract over 100,000 annual visitors.

The next board meeting will be on June 26, 2026, at 10:30 AM through Zoom.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM.

Don Godbey, Chairman

The South Carolina Appalachian Council of Governments has complied with the Freedom of
Information Act in scheduling and conducting this meeting.
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