
 

  

The following are just a few of the projects and services provided by the Appalachian Council of Governments 
(ACOG) for the municipalities, counties and citizens of the Upstate of South Carolina. For more complete infor-
mation, visit ACOGôs website at www.scacog.org,  and read ACOGôs bimonthly newsletter Viewpoint.  Contact 
ACOG offices at 864-242-9733. 
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GRANTS 
ACOG makes a significant impact in the Upstate through better housing and improved infrastructure 
 

Grants Services staff provided administrative activities for numerous 
Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) for infrastructure projects 
throughout the region, including grants awarded to the cities of Seneca and 
Central for sewer system improvements and grants for water system 
improvements or extensions in Cherokee County, Blacksburg, and Pendleton.   
 
In addition, administrative services are being provided to Tri-County Technical 
Collegeôs QuickJobs Development Centers in Oconee and Pickens counties, 
the demolition and clearance of abandoned/dilapidated buildings in Blacksburg 
and Westminster, the construction of two fire truck bays in Liberty, a 
streetscape project in Chesnee, and an energy efficiency project in the City of 
Pickens.   Administrative activities include environmental reviews, procurement 
of engineering and/or construction services, compliance with Davis-Bacon and 
related construction labor acts, drawdown of funds, public hearings, and close-
out.  These projects will enhance the lives of the areaôs residents and promote 
economic development activities. 

 
In the last six months, four new CDBG grants were approved.  The Grant Services Department worked closely 
with local governments to submit these project applications to the State Department of Commerce. These 
projects include the extension of water lines to the Norman Boulevard community in Cherokee County and the 
Oak Grove Community in Blacksburg, the upgrade of water and sewer lines in the Chicopee Mill village in 
Walhalla, and the upgrade of sewer lines in the Watkins/Head Street area in Central. 
 
Three applications for ARC funds were submitted to the SC Department of 
Commerce and the Appalachian Regional Commission this period. Pickens 
Countyôs Powdersville Road Turn Lane Project has been approved.  Still pending 
are projects to extend water lines along Highway 5 in Blacksburg, and a parallel 
water transmission line for the Easley Combined Utility system. 
 
Work continues with the State Energy Office and the eight local governments that 
received Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) funds. The 
Grant Services staff also continues activities related to the HUD-funded HOME 
Consortium in Anderson County and the City of Belton. 
 
 

Central Town Hall. Infrastruc-
ture grants benefit municipalities 
in the region including Central in 
Pickens County.  
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GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION 
ACOG guides local governments to better serve their citizens. 

 
The Appalachian Council of Governments provides extensive 
technical assistance and public administration to governments and 
communities in the sixïcounty service area of Anderson, Cherokee, 
Oconee, Pickens, Spartanburg, and Greenville Counties.  The 
Councilôs objective is to assist our local governments in their efforts 
to increase and improve public services, to improve opportunities for 
economic development, and to improve the overall health, safety and 
welfare of the citizens of the six-county ACOG region.   
  
Local governments have always counted on ACOG for advice and 
support. In the last six-month period, ACOGôs Governmental 
Services Department received over 500 requests for information, 
advice and hands-on assistance. ACOG works with large and small 
jurisdictions on a daily basis providing expertise and services that 
they might not otherwise afford. 

  
In June, ACOG conducted a bidding process for the sale of land owned jointly by Anderson, Oconee and 
Pickens Counties. The land was purchased in the mid 1990ôs for a landfill project that never came to fruition. 
ACOG coordinated the advertising, the bid process and 
much of the interaction between the counties to 
successfully sell the property and conclude a 17 year-old 
project. 
 
Each year staff conducts strategic planning retreats and 
goal-setting sessions for municipal councils and special 
purpose districts. Retreats were recently facilitated for the 
City Councils of Mauldin, Easley, Williamston, and Pacolet. 
Additional retreats are scheduled over the next few months.  
ACOG-facilitated retreats focus on the development and 
prioritization of both long term and short term council goals 
and objectives.   
  
ACOG hosted remote live-transmission training sessions for 
municipal council members, in cooperation with the S.C. 
Municipal Association and S.C. Educational Television.   
Sessions have included land use planning, public information, budgeting, housing and building codes and other 
technical topics.  Two different Distance Learning sessions were held over the last six months instructing new 
and veteran council members from more than a dozen different municipalities on the basics of local government. 
  
ACOG facilitated a seven-week basic management/supervisory training program for more than 30 first-time 
supervisors.  ACOG also provided training to employees of the cities, counties and local special purpose districts 
on sexual harassment, customer service and communication techniques. 
  
ACOG staff provided information and technical assistance to a number of jurisdictions on personnel and wage-
related issues under the Federal Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Williamston Town Council Retreat.  
ACOG facilitates a number of retreats for 
local municipalities.  

Sale of property owned by Anderson, Oconee 
and Pickens Counties . ACOG  facilitated the sale 
of property jointly owned by the three counties. 
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PLANNING 
Upstate communities receive help and guidance to ensure healthy growth. 
 
In the first half of 2010, the ACOGôs planning department provided technical assistance to communities including 
Belton, Honea Path, Westminster, Easley, Central, Pickens, Mauldin, Travelers Rest, Gaffney, Reidville, Inman, 
Lyman, Landrum, Pacolet, and Woodruff. Assistance addressed issues ranging from revising road standards to 
assisting with administrative issues. 

 
ACOG staff continues to assist in the development of plans 
and ordinances for several communities. Staff worked on 
creating new road standards for the land development 
ordinance for Cherokee County. The Town of Honea Path 
Zoning Ordinance was completed, while the Honea Path 
Comprehensive Plan continues. Other ongoing projects 
include updates to the Woodruff Comprehensive Plan and 
Zoning Ordinance, administrative services to the Cherokee 
County Planning Commission and Board of Appeals and 
updating elements of the City of Gaffneyôs Comprehensive 
Plan. ACOG staff also provided planning education training for 
164 planning officials and committee members in the first half 
of 2010. 
 
Staff prepared the Annual Action Plan for the Anderson HOME 
Consortium, a partnership between the City of Anderson, 
Anderson County, and City of Belton, and prepared the 

Analysis of Impediments for Anderson County. This effort will bring $623,431 in the coming year to assist with 
community development efforts in these areas. Staff also continues to assist the Consortium with their housing 
rehabilitation program in the County and City of Belton. ACOG staff oversees the application and selection 
process and coordinates the housing rehabilitation projects, once selected.   
 
ACOG staff continues work with our counties on several transportation planning projects. Staff, in their role as 
the Regional Transit Coordinator, solicited and processed applications for federal Transit Funds that are part of 
the 5310, 5316, and 5317 transit grant programs. Additionally, ACOG staff worked to update the Rural TIP 
document outlining the transportation projects through the year 2015. ACOG also serves on the GPATS and 
SPATS Technical and Policy Committees and provides staff support to the Pickens County Transportation 
Planning Committee. 
 
Community Needs Assessments for Oconee County, Cherokee County, and the municipalities of Blacksburg, 
Walhalla, and Seneca were completed by staff. These needs assessments support applications for Community 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds for community improvements for water and sewer infrastructure improvements.  
 
During the first six months of 2010, ACOG staff reviewed 37, ò208ò Water Quality permits for conformance with 
the Appalachian Regional Water Quality Plan. In addition, staff has facilitated work on implementation of 
wasteload allocations among wastewater treatment providers in both the Saluda and Reedy River basins. Each 
effort involves working with sewer providers, local governments, and SCDHEC to agree on the total amount of 
phosphorus that can be discharged into each river. Subsequently, staff works to reach an agreement between all 
dischargers as to how that phosphorus allocation will be shared in the future. 
 
Planning staff is also participating with Ten at the Top in a regional visioning process. They continue to serve on 
committees supporting the Powdersville Highway 153 Corridor Planning project, regional air quality concerns, 
and regional transportation modeling efforts being led by SCDOT. 
 
 

 

Cherokee County Administration Building. 
ACOG staff provides planning and zoning as-
sistance to throughout the six county region.  
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AGING/SENIOR SERVICES 
Upstate seniors rely upon ACOG for support and services 
 

The Appalachia Aging and Disability Resource Center staff 
has been working since early December to develop a website 
to serve as a tool for seniors, caregivers, families, and aging 
professionals.  This website is the first of its kind in South 
Carolina.  
 
Beginning in December 2009, the website was developed in 
several phases.  The development committee, consisting of 
ADRC staff members, began by designing the initial flow of 
the website.  The design is compliant with section 508 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, making it accessible to people with 
disabilities. The site features an ñapply for assistanceò section 
that lists assistance programs, eligibility requirements, 
application instructions, and downloadable forms.  The 
website, www.scupstateadrc.org, launched on June 30, 2010.   
 
The Lt. Governorôs Office on Aging held Senior Day on May 4, 

2010 at the State House in conjunction with the annual Aging Awards.  Sandy Wroblewski, from Spartanburg, 
received the regional award for Volunteer Service.  Nancy Eaker, also of Spartanburg, received the regional 
award for Outstanding Older South Carolinian. All About Seniors, a comprehensive resource information for older 
adults and caregivers, was recognized in the Media category. 
 
In the first half of 2010, the Area Agency on Aging/Aging and Disability Resource Center heightened outreach 
efforts to target individuals who may qualify for assistance with the Medicare Drug Program and Medicare 
Savings Programs. Over 4554 beneficiaries and caregivers were contacted through outreach presentations, 
including events that incorporated the ADRC mobile unit.  Additionally, 143 LIS (low income subsidy) applications 
for the Medicare Drug program were completed and 95 Medicare Savings Program applications submitted. 

 
The Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program, a joint venture of SC 
Department of Social Services and SC Department of Agriculture, helps 
improve nutrition for older adults. Approximately, 1300 individuals in 
Greenville and Spartanburg counties received $25 vouchers to purchase 
fruits and vegetables from local farmers ï a value of $32,500.   
 
ADRC staff responded to 2,977 calls for information and assistance; worked 
with 828 seniors on issues related to insurance, Medicare Part D, and 
Medicare fraud; assisted 267 caregivers; responded to 524 complaints 
related to abuse, neglect or financial exploitation against vulnerable adults 
residing in long term care facilities; made 64 presentations to facility staff and 
family/resident councils; and made 57 friendly visits by volunteers and staff. 
 
During the last six months, through contracted ACOG aging funds, regional 
aging service providers have provided:  

¶ 522,955 miles of transportation 

¶ 166,341 group dining and home delivered meals 

¶ 6,856  hours of health promotion/disease prevention classes 

¶ 11,791 hours of in-home chore and housekeeping activities 

¶ 4,970 hours of adult day care 
¶ 1,460 hours of legal assistance. 

 

 

http://www.scupstateadrc.org

